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samitqiic ?iihmis?as /

Salmon Parks

wawaagin hawiihuk?i muwaéath-mactaath /

Declaration by the hawiih of the Mowachaht-
Muchalaht First Nation

q1. 2uh?atmitni$ naas ?uuciiyapat nuuhit
hawiihuk muwaéath-mactaath
mamumsukqin, / yaaq“ilqinAa 2u?umbhi
q“aa?ap, / hasah?ap, 2u?aaluk, naacatuk
hahuutakqin. / ?ighmuutuknis, wikyuuyinia
facii. /

We the chiefs of the Mowachaht-Muchalaht
First Nation have rights and responsibilities
given to us by the Creator to protect,
steward, and govern our territories, which
we have upheld since time immemorial and
never ceded.

2. ?u?aatukni$ hahuutakqin ?uuktis
hawilpatak hawiih?i nuuc¢aanut. /
histaggiAuk¥in hawitpatu q¥aéak?iq?aat
hawiih?i, / yaaq"ilqin 2u?ukit hiSuk ¢cawaak
(everything as one), ?iisaak (respect with
caring), ?u?aatuk (looking after), ?ah?aa?ai
hiSumt (togetherness). /

We govern our hahuuli by the legal order of
Nuuchahnulth chiefs, which is grounded in
the laws that we refer to by the words hiSuk
cawaak (oneness), ?iisaak (respect with
caring), ?u?aatuk (looking after), and hiSumt
(togetherness).

3. qiiq?i¢h?i$ ¢uyaa hiilsith ¢aatéaakukqin
yaghyuuminhqin suuhaa, hisit, cuwit,
hinkuu?as, éaapi. / 2uusmagakai.
kaamiciAaya?is ?uusaahi q“aa?apat?iq
taaqiil, mumuk“atiih, / q“aa?apatukqin
wiiktis?at piisSahapat hahuuti,
q"aa?apairiqAia k“iishin¢iAaya naas. /
nuuwaasni$§ mamums ?u?aatuk yaghyuugqin
saamin$tup, ?in ?u?iicin?aatl,
tiiémisuk“inAa?aatl. / huhtikinAa ?in q“aa
q"aa?aA?iq tiltii¢ yaghyuuqin saaminstup,
q"“aa q“aa?aAukqin hahuuti. /

For many countless years, our relatives the
spring, sockeye, coho, chum, and pink
salmon have swum in our waters. They are
now in grave decline due to unsustainable
logging and mining, mismanagement of our
territories without our consent, and the
exacerbating effects of climate change. We
have a responsibility to care for our salmon
relatives, as we rely on them for sustenance
and cultural continuity, and we know that
the health of our salmon relatives is
intricately tied to the health of our entire
territory.
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4. waanii$ hawiihqin muwacéath-mactaath
?in ?ii¢aapapin, 2u?aatuk“in, ?iisaakin hiisit
nistha, ¢a?ak, hinaayil, / 2uh?i$ hiyapu?as?i
hi?iis yaaq“ilqin SumtSumta ¢ac¢aahtas?i / —
Burman River, Muchalat River including the
Oktwanch River, Liener-Perry and Tahsis
Rivers, Kendrick Creek and Marvinus Creek,
Upper Gold River and Upper Conuma River /
— waayinAa ?in hifuk¥ax samitgiic
?iihmis?as ?uuktis q“aéak?iq muwacath-
mactaath, ?uuktisia hawitmisukqin
hawiihqin. /

We the hawiih of the Mowachaht-Muchalaht
First Nation declare that we hold up, protect,
and revere all the lands, waters, skies and
what is below the ground within the
following watersheds — Burman River,
Muchalat River including the Oktwanch
River, Liener-Perry and Tahsis Rivers,
Kendrick Creek and Marvinus Creek, Upper
Gold River and Upper Conuma River — and
that these are Salmon Parks under
Mowachaht-Muchalaht First Nation law and
our authority as hawiih.

5. wawaani§ ?ah?aa q“aa?akqin hawitpatu,
yagnaakqin, ?in ?u?aatuk“in ?a?iihmis
¢acaahtas hi?iis hahuutakqin. / 2unwiixhin
haSah?ap samitqiic ?iihmis?as
hu?aca?apaahin ?ayiiyap yaghyuuqin
saamin$tup hi?iis hahuutakqin, / tiiéap
q"“aaqin maAink nisma, ¢aatcaakuk?i
yaqck“iiqin, / haSah?ap hi?iisck"i?iq
nananiqsu, q“aa?apAa q“aaqin tiic,
ciqyakukqin, q“aéakukgin. / hihi$sumyin
?ah?aa ¢amihta?aahin tii¢ muwadath-
mactaathqgin. /

This Declaration is grounded in our inherent
authority and jurisdiction to protect key
watersheds within our hahuuti. Salmon Parks
are protected to restore the abundance of our
salmon relatives within our hahuuti,
maintain our connection with our ancestral
lands and waters, protect key heritage sites,
and practise our culture, language, and laws,
all of which are crucial for the thriving of the
Mowachaht and Muchalaht people.

96. haarak?i$ maAink samitqiic?i ?iihmis?as
2uukit q¥aaqin ?uuk“imac¢uk muwaéath-
mactaathqin. / hi?iisuk"in watyafas,
histagSiAuk"inAa nananiqsu. / hi?iisuk
saamin ¢a?ak samitqiic ?iihmis?as, hi?iisAa
tii¢ 2ighmuut hitaaqAas, / 2uupaakinia
haa?ak nisma hi?iis hahuutakqin
k“iishin¢iAayaAukqun* naas. /

Salmon Parks are fundamentally connected
to the core of Mowachaht-Muchalaht
identity, including the sites of our creation
stories. Salmon Parks are critical salmon
habitat, intact old growth forest, and the
most resilient landscapes in our territories in
the face of climate change.

7. k" iilsi?aAni$ samitqiic?i ?iihmis?as
?uuktis q“aéak?iq nuu¢aanul?ath, takaasinAia
?uuksnaafat mamumsukqin, q“aasasayinia
?uuc nismaakqin quu?assagin Aah ?2uyi. /
naacnaacayin ?in ¢amihta?aqA tiicaciA
samitqiic?i ?iihmis?as hiiSaa?atup tiictuup,
?uh?i§ yaqwitasii hiinumt, ?in nuuwaaq
?u?aatuk hawiihqin muwacéath-maclaath. /

We are establishing Salmon Parks under
nuucaanut law as we continue to uphold our
responsibilities and exercise our inherent and
Aboriginal rights and title today. We envision
Salmon Parks brought back to full health for
all beings and generations to come under the
stewardship and guidance of the hawiih of
the Mowachaht-Muchalaht First Nation.
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98. haafinc¢iAni$ hiiSil kapamint 2uh?i$
masc¢um?ak?i hamipquu samitqiic?i
?iihmis?as, / ?iisaakquu hawitmisuk
hawiihuk?i muwaéath-mactaath, 2ah?aa?a’
wawaa?iq?at, Aaahsasa taakSiAAa. /

We call upon all governments and their
citizens to recognize Salmon Parks and to
respect the authority and decisions of
Mowachaht-Muchalaht decision-makers
immediately and forever.

9. Sumtata?apnis q“is?ap Aah naas?ii, __
2uyiq?i¢h caqiicpit suéiiq cagiic suéa, hith
¢aaxaana, British Columbia. /

Ju—

Passed, signed, and enacted on this __ day of
__, in the year twenty twenty-five, in
Tsaxana, British Columbia.
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